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A voice for
the voiceless 

Why the flashmob? - turn
to page seven to find out

CHURCHES are helping provide
a voice to the voiceless as part of
Citizens MK, a new assembly in
Milton Keynes.

The Revd Tim Norwood, Area
Dean,  Rozi Rowcroft James, of
All Saints, Loughton, and the
Revd Tim Clapton, development
chaplain, were among the
Citizens MK representatives who
went to the Assembly of Citizens
UK held at Central Methodist
Church Hall, Westminster, last
month. 

Citizens MK, is a new alliance
of religious groups, schools,
unions, charities and community
associations working together
for a better Milton Keynes.  The
alliance is  the newest member of
Citizens UK, the umbrella
organisation for community
organising in the UK. More than

2,500 people from 16 cities
attended the Westminster
Assembly. The three then
parliamentary candidates were
also at the event, where they each
gave their responses to a selection
of issues put forward by Citizens
UK. 

In his blog, Tim Norwood
described the candidates’
responses in his blog.  He said:
“David Cameron spoke first. I was
particularly impressed with the
way he noticed our strong feelings
about child detention and
responded with a commitment to
look into it. Nick Clegg came next
– after a testimony from a stateless
Malaysian girl who simply wants to
belong. He re-affirmed his
commitment to normalising the
status of many long term
immigrants.

By Jo Duckles

Women Bishops’ debates at General Synod

THE Women Bishops’ debate is
expected to dominate General
Synod in July.

The Church of England has
published a draft report on the
legislation, following 16 meetings
of its Revision committee, which
has considered 114 submissions
from General Synod and 183
from others.

After the  debates, the
legislation will be revised again,
and will have to be approved by
a majority of Diocesan Synods
before it can be referred back to
General Synod for final
approval. The earliest women
bishops are likely to be
consecrated is 2014.

The Revd Moira Astin, team
vicar of St James Church,
Southlake, and a General Synod

member said: “My key argument
is that being the established
Church, we have representation
in parliament that is restricted to
only men at the moment and we
are producing a constitutional
anomaly by not having women as
bishops, because our society has
moved on so much in the last 30
years.  Also, from a mission
perspective, how do we explain
this to people when we are

evangelising. They look at me
blankly when from time to tine
we have to say we don’t have
women as bishops.”

Father Jonathan Baker,
principal of Pusey House in
Oxford, is on the Catholic
Group at General Synod with
colleagues, the Bishop of
Beverley and Canon Simon
Killwick, of Manchester.

By Jo Duckles

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Trumpets raised at Kirchentag

THE 3,000 strong brass band hold their instruments high as
the crowds applause the closing worship at Germany’s
Kirchentag festival. 

The event attracted 120,000 including a contingent from the
Diocese of Oxford in May. Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt Revd
Colin Fletcher took part in an English-language discussion on
the challenges and changes facing Christians in the UK in the
21st century. The Milton Keynes Mission Partnership also had a
stand.  
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Prayer & reflection

H
ow do you feel about
angels? Do they have a
place in your life? Do they
hover over the altar at the
Eucharist? We often come

across angels in the lectionary, in our
liturgy of the Eucharist and those of us
who sing Matins find them populating
the Te Deum, where we also sing praises
to more senior intermediaries such as
Cherubim and Seraphim. So we ought to
have some idea of what we think about
them.

In the Chapel of St John at Ewelme we
find them in abundance. They peer down
at worshipper, with outspread wings from
the carved roof. They line up around the
tomb of Alice, Duchess of Suffolk.  

The chapel and the tomb of Alice,
Geoffrey Chaucer’s grand-daughter are
late medieval gems dating from around
1440 and 1470 respectively. Alice and her
husband William, Duke of Suffolk,
obtained a licence from Henry VI to
endow a chantry in 1437, which survives
to this day. The side chapel was created at
that time for the prayers of the almsmen
to be heard for the souls of William, Duke
of Suffolk, Alice and the king.  The angels

are a significant element of the
decoration as is the sacred name of Jesus,
IHS, and it possible that the iconography
is based on the liturgy of the feast of the
holy name. The angels are representative
of the heavenly choir singing praises to
glorify the holy name. 

To think about angels today we need to
consider ancient cosmology. Humans
and mortal kings lived on earth above the
seas, the primeval waters of chaos (from
which the earth had been formed) where
lurked the Leviathan, the chaos monster.
Above the earth existed the planets, stars
and firmament, where angels existed,
and above that the throne of God,
attended by more angels and the
Seraphim and Cherubim. So what do all

these beings do? Quite simply they are
what links the world to a transcendent
God; they are the ways in which the
divine communicates itself. Post
Enlightenment they were something of
an embarrassment; Christianity had to
respond to the Age of Reason by
expunging the irrational. 

The result was to leave God alone,
bereft of a raft of celestial beings. But to
understand how we have communion
with God we need to have a system for
doing so – we may not hold to the
cosmology of the ancient world but we do
need to explain how we have knowledge
of God. 

That is exactly how angels function and
although we would not think of them in

such graphic and literal terms surely the
idea of an intermediary is not
extraordinary. In Hebrew the word for an
angel means messenger. It is arguable
that the ancients did not envisage them
literally either; it was simply their way of
explaining that feeling of being in the
presence of God. I doubt if Alice and
William, Duke of Suffolk, fancied they
saw heavenly beings filling the chapel,
but the idea of their presence must have
seemed entirely reasonable.

John Lydgate (1370-1449/50),  poet,
was a friend of Alice’s father Thomas
Chaucer and an admirer of his father the
poet. He dedicated his Virtues of the Mass
to Alice. It is possible that he wrote the
poem in the context of the chapel at
Ewelme. In one stanza the importance of
angels in liturgy is praised,

Aungelys reioyce with lawde, honour 
and glory,

From the heuynly court by grace they ar sent
And at the Masse abyde and be present
All our prayers deuowtly to report
To hym that syt aboue the firmament
Sowlys in peyne they refresshe and comfort.
Although in a post-Reformation church

we might not recognise the comfort they
bring to souls in purgatory, surely we
recognise how they help us offer our
praise to God.
The Revd Jonathan Meyer is Priest-in-
Charge at St Mary’s Church, Ewelme.

June prayer diary  compiled by John Manley

In praise of angels
Jonathan Meyer explores the
role of the heavenly
intermediaries who adorn St
Mary’s Church, Ewelme. 

‘They peer down at

worshippers, with outspread

wings...’

SSUUNNDDAAYY  66:: Oxford deanery: Area Dean Anthony Ellis,
lay chair Peter Bridges, secretaries Janet Warren & Anthony
Rustell (assistant), treasurer Diana McMahon; chaplains to
the Oxford Deaf Church Ben Whitaker & Roger Williams; LLM
Bruce Armour. The people, wardens, PCCs and support staff
of the deanery. The United Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel holding their annual conference this week. The
Anglican Church of Mexico.

SSUUNNDDAAYY  1133:: The Diocesan Finance Department, Director
Nigel Wearne and staff. The local government staff and
councillors serving the people of the deanery. The Anglican
Church of Myanmar (Burma).

SSUUNNDDAAYY  2200:: Mursley deanery: Area Dean John Waller,
Laurence Meering (associate); lay chair Bobbie Ward,
secretary Geoff Ball, treasurer Jeremy Hopkinson,
ecumenical representative Siv Tunnicliffe. The people,
wardens, PCCs and support staff of the deanery. The Church
of Nigeria (Anglican).

SSUUNNDDAAYY  2277:: The Cof E Guild of Vergers (Oxford
diocesan branch) chairman Tim Woods and staff. The
Thames Valley Police and the Fire and Rescue Services
serving the people of the diocese. The United Church of
North India.

The following is for guidance only; please
feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if
you wish, produce your own deanery
prayer diaries.

Pray to the Father through the Son in
the power of the Spirit for:

TTuuee  11::  Kidlington with Hampton Poyle:
clergy Anthony Ellis, Hilary Campbell, Jim Turner,
William Whyte, Gillian Straine; LLM Lesley Heffer. 

WWeedd  22:: North Hinksey and Wytham: clergy
Anthony Rustell, Philip Budd, Judith Brown. North
Hinksey (VC) School.

TThhuu  33:: Oxford St Aldate: clergy Charlie
Cleverley, Gordon Hickson, Simon Ponsonby,
Alan Ramsey; lay pastor Anita Cleverley; worship
pastor Martyn Layzell; youth worker Oli Benyon;
children’s worker Rachel Smith.

FFrrii  44::  Oxford St Andrew: clergy Andrew
Wingfield Digby, Jonathan Mobey; LLMs David
Bendor-Samuel, Donald Hay, David Wright; youth
worker Andy McConville.

SSaatt  55:: Oxford St Barnabas and St Paul:
clergy Jonathan Beswick, Miles Maylor, Dennis
Mason; LLMs Maggie Ellis, Susan Gilllingham.
Oxford St Barnabas (VA) School. 

MMoonn  77:: Oxford St Ebbe with Holy Trinity and
St Peter le Bailey: clergy Vaughan Roberts,
Suresh Menon, Peter Wilkinson, David Reid,
Philip Jack; LLM Al Horn.

TTuuee  88:: Oxford St Frideswide with Binsey:
clergy Anthony Rustell. 

WWeedd  99:: Oxford St Giles and St Philip and St
James with St Margaret: clergy Andrew Bunch,
Steffen Weishaupt, Sally Welch, Nicholas
Bradbury, Bernard Silverman; LLMs Paula
Clifford, David Longrigg. Oxford SS Philip &
James (VA) School.

TThhuu  1100 Oxford St Mary Magdalen: clergy
Peter Groves, Sr Margaret Anne McAlister.

FFrrii  1111:: Oxford St Mary the Virgin with St
Cross with St Peter in the East: clergy Brian
Mountford, Charlotte Bannister-Parker, Craig
D’Alton; LLMs Pauline Stanton-Saringer, Michael
Dexter-Elisha.

SSaatt  1122::  Oxford St Matthew: clergy Steve
Hellyer, Mike Rayner, Jon Williams, Tim
Bradshaw, Jane Sherwood; LLMs Jane Usher,
Alan Wallis; youth minister Yvonne Morris. Oxford
St Ebbe’s (VA) School.

MMoonn  1144::  Oxford St Michael and St Martin
and All Saints: clergy Bob Wilkes, Gregory
Platten.

TTuuee  1155:: Oxford St Thomas the Martyr: clergy
John Hunwick, Jonathan Baker.

WWeedd  1166:: South with New Hinksey: clergy
James Wilkinson, Balwant Singh. Oxford New
Hinksey (VC) School.

TThhuu  1177:: Summertown: clergy Jan Rushton,
William Pryor.

FFrrii  1188:: Wolvercote: clergy Mark Butchers,
Joanna Coney, Viv Bridges; LLM Tony Lemon;
children’s worker Anne Barker.

SSaatt  1199:: Cheddington with Mentmore: 
clergy Derek Witchell, Robert Wright.

MMoonn  2211: Ivinghoe with Pitstone and Slapton
and Marsworth: clergy Tracey Doyle, Carole
Peters.

TTuuee  2222:: Newton Longville, Mursley,
Swanbourne, Little Horwood and Drayton
Parslow: clergy Laurence Meering, John
Saunders, Jackie Brown; LLM Judith Saunders.
Newton Longville (VC), Mursley (VC) and
Swanbourne (VA) Schools.

WWeedd  2233:: Stewkley with Soulbury: clergy
Peter Lymbery. Stewkley St Michael’s (VC)
School.

TThhuu  2244::  The Brickhills (Bow, Great and
Little) and Stoke Hammond: clergy John Waller;
LLM Jeremy Hopkinson. Bow Brickhill (VA), High
Ash (VC) Schools.

FFrrii  2255::  Wing with Grove: clergy Derek
Witchell, Siv Tunnicliffe. 

SSaatt  2266:: Wingrave with Rowsham, Aston
Abbotts and Cublington: clergy Derek Witchell,
Siv Tunnicliffe. Wingrave (VC) School.

MMoonn  2288:: Mission in Work and Economic
Life: chaplains Susan van Beveren, Stephen
Norrish, Graham Ghaleb, Linda Hiller, Peter
Steddon.

TTuuee  2299::  University Chaplains in the diocese.

WWeedd  3300:: The staff & students of theological
institutions in the diocese.

Sundays
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go
before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to
his people by the forgiveness of their sins (Luke 1:76,77 NRSV)

‘...they are what links the

world to a transcendent

God.’

John Goodall
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WWoorrlldd  CCuupp
AS the World Cup kicks off this
month, Christians in Sport is
providing resources to help
churches engage with the
games.

For more information see
www.christiansinsport.org.uk or
call 01869 255630.

HHaarrvveesstt  WWeellccoommee
aanndd  OOppeenn  DDoooorr
THIS autumn the Diocese of
Oxford is launching it’s Harvest
Welcome campaign.
Resources are being developed
to help churches put on Back to
Church Sunday style events with
a Harvest theme. 
At the same time the
Communications Team is
planning a Harvest themed Open
Door, to be ready for schools at
the beginning of the Autumn
term. The publication will replace
the Summer Open Door this year.

BBeeaattiinngg  tthhee  bboouunnddss
WORKERS, shoppers and
tourists in Oxford were in for a
surprise on Ascension Day (13
May) when 50 people armed
with willow rods took part in the
annual Beating of the Bounds
ceremony.

The bound beaters struck
stones with their rods, chanting
‘Mark Mark’. Prayers were said at
each stone, after which the Very
Revd Bob Wilkes, City Rector
and Priest-in-Charge of St
Michael at the North Gate made
the church’s mark. The
procession called at several
colleges as well as Marks and
Spencer and the stock room at
Zara.

Bob said: “The tradition dates
back to the 15th Century.
Church parishes were the basic
unit of taxation and government
so it was very important to
ensure that each parish was
properly defined. The Beating of
the Bounds was a way of
checking that the boundary
stones were still in place and of
reminding parishioners of the
extent of their parish.”

MMaannaaggiinngg  mmoonneeyy
CHRISTIANS Against Poverty is
running courses teaching people
how to budget at The Mish,
which is part of St Clement’s
Church, Oxford.

A testimonial from someone
who has attended a coure said:
“The course taught me the
ABC’s of budgeting and helped
us to get to grips with issues
such as paying bills, debt, giving
and much more. The course
does not require you to divulge
anything about your finances or
even speak if you don’t want to.
The courses take place on
Mondays in June. For more
information see
www.capmoney.org/findacourse
or call the parish office on 01865
246674.

News
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IN BRIEFA voice for the voiceless

“Gordon Brown came on last
and delivered a surprisingly
passionate and inspirational
speech.” 

Rozi spoke at the assembly,
introducing Citizens MK. She
said: “It was amazing on so many
different levels. It was fantastic to
have such a diverse group of
people in one room and a
privilege to have all the party
leaders there to address us. 

“We should be working, not
just within our churches but with
other groups to make life better
for people. It’s about moving our
faith out of the church and into
the world, and that’s something I
think is important. We need to
stand up as Christians and be
counted.

Tim Norwood added: “For
some of us, this was our first
experience of community
organising but I think we all
enjoyed it. There was a great
deal of energy and enthusiasm
in the church and a sense that
something important was going
on.”

He said churches were heavily
involved with Citizens MK, with
Christ the Cornerstone

providing meeting space for the
alliance. He said: “We spend a lot
of time as churches talking
about engaging with and
relating to our communities.

“Here is an opportunity to get
alongside community groups.
It’s a chance to help groups that
have no voice themselves, like
the local Afghan community.  It’s
a real opportunity for us as
churches to be a positive part of
our community. It really is
Gospel territory.”

Since the Citizens UK
Assembly meeting, the UK has a
new, coalition Government. The
Prime Minister, David Cameron,
is MP for Witney, Oxfordshire
and worships in an Anglican
church when he is home on
weekends. 

Bishop of Oxford, The Rt
Revd John Pritchard, urged
church goers to pray for the
Government. He said:  “Now we
have a Government it’s our
privilege to pray for our leaders
(as Paul encourages us to do in
Romans 13). 

“They have an unenviable task
and need wisdom,
determination and a good
night’s sleep!”

They put together a statement
expressing their disappointment
at the  Revision Committee’s
conclusions. 

Father Jonathan said: “While
we recognise that the
consecration of women was the
wish of the majority of the
Church of England to proceed
to the consecrations of women,
we don’t believe that the
arrangements in the draft
legislation offer any real space
for those who have difficulties
with the ordination of women
and the C of E needs to think
again if it wants to include all the
traditions and both points of
view in its life.”

General Synod will have to
take these and other points of
view into consideration when
looking at the latest draft
legislation.    

Archdeacon of Buckingham,
the Ven. Karen Gorham
summed up the latest position.
She said: “All members of
General Synod will need our
prayers in July. 

“This will be a significant
meeting, not only the last of this
current synod, but with such an
important item on the agenda.
If we are to move ahead, those
who are unable to accept the
ordination of women to the
episcopate need the right
provision and much wisdom is
required to discern what exactly
that provision should be.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Women Bishops’ debate 

ONLINE

@The relevant documents can
be read at
www.cofe.anglican.org/new
s/pr4210.html

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Living Faith in K&K

A NEW initiative to link tourists
to our historic churches is set to be
launched in the Oxford Diocese. 

The move follows a 2008
General Synod debate on
church tourism and its potential
for unlocking opportunities for
mission. Synod concluded by
recommending that each
diocese establish a churches
tourism adviser to carry the work
forward.  Now a three-year pilot
scheme has been launched,
which will see David Gambier, of
Great Expectations Travel,
Witney, who will develop tourism
packages for trips to this part of

the world, with an emphasis on
its spiritual aspects.

He has set up a dedicated
website with information on how
to explore our historic churches
on foot, by bus, by bike and by
car. He is hoping churches will
send him information about
their own history and tourist
attractions, to include on that
site. 

It is hoped the initiative will
help parishes in their ministry of
welcome to the people who visit. 
One of the first events will be a
Cotswold Churches Festival in
May next year.

Bishop John and Archdeacon Karen have just returned from
a visit to Kimberley and Kuruman, our link diocese in South
Africa.

Time was spent visiting some of the project work
supported by the diocese,  Hope for the Living, a project to
encourage villages to create their own vegetable gardens,
offering support for orphan and vulnerable children and
caring for the sick; The Tamar Shelter, a safe haven in
Kimberley for those suffering domestic violence; St Cyprians
Grammar School, the Cathedral School with an emphasis
on the performing arts, and a Centre being developed in
Taung, for the delivery of programmes across the diocese
including HIV/AIDs. 

It was exciting too for the team to visit some parish to
parish link churches and to see how partnerships were
being developed on a local level.  Time was spent at the
Valley of Hope project in Mothibistad being encouraged
and assisted by the Icknield Benefice.  Here the youth
football team introduced themselves, at one of the vegetable
gardens established by the project, where peppers,
tomatoes, spinach, carrots are grown and distributed to
those in need within the local community.  In Huhudi the
Oxford visitors met some of the congregation currently
building a new church, which is being supported by
Moulsford parish.

Whilst in Kimberley the Revd Nick Molony, Rector of
Marlow and Parish Link Co-ordinator was installed as a
Canon in Kimberley Cathedral and Bishop John
participated in a confirmation. 

If you would like to learn more about how your parish
could become involved in the link, or are interested in
supporting a particular project or would just like to know
more please contact Archdeacon Karen (01296 747587) or
the Revd Canon Nick Molony (01628 482660).

Karen Gorham
See www.oxford.anglican.org/the-link for more information.

A testing revolution
SPARE a thought for David Tester,
LLM at St Andrew’s, High
Wycombe, who by the time you
read this will be dizzy with
exhaustion from  The Revolution
sponsored cycle ride.

The ride  took place last
month to raise money for the
new  Church Mission Society
(CMS). “Revolution” involved
some 13 days of cycling  over 650
miles, starting in Hull and riding
via celebration services in York,
Manchester, Sheffield,
Nottingham, Birmingham,
Ledbury, Cardiff, Bristol,
Winchester, Guildford,
Woodford, Ealing ending up in
Oxford for a special CMS
celebration service on 22 May
when John Sentamu was the
guest speaker.

David was counting each pedal
revolution as adding a fraction
of a pound to support their
valuable work. 

ONLINE

@To sponsor David visit
www.justgiving.com/David
TestersRevolutionRide

Welcoming tourism
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The Old Coach House, 53b Rear Oxford Street
Weston-super-Mare, Somerset BS23 1TR

Telephone & Fax: 01934 618111
Email: info@fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk

www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk

Quality bespoke church furniture
makers from concept to delivery.
Single items to complete re-orders.

The Shack
A NEW town centre venue for young
people who have nowhere to go in High
Wycombe is in the pipeline.

Helen Baker, youth worker at All Saints,
St Anne’s and St Peter’s, and Paul Scott,
from Youth for Christ are working together
on their vision for The Shack. Helen said:
“When I arrived 18 months ago we started
walking around town and talking to young
people. During half term last year we
started giving out hot chocolate in the
church yard to anyone under 18.

“We started giving out 25 cups and
that’s grown to the point where we are
giving out 75 to 100 cups. We are trying
to get one of the empty shops to provide a
space where they can do their homework
if they want to. 

“There’ll be somewhere for them to chill
out, a pool table, cafè, and games
consoles. During the day we’ll be able to
open it out to excluded children and have
times for it to be used by special needs
teenagers.”

Friendship Walk
PEOPLE of all faiths and none will join in
the annual Oxford Friendship Walk on
Monday 14 June.

The procession will start at the Oxford
Synagogue at 6.30pm, to walk to St Mary
the Virgin Church for around 7.15pm,
ending up at the Central Mosque at 8pm. 

For more information call 01865
557947.

theDoor JUNE 2010

News
IN BRIEFChildren’s centre appeal

A £493,000 appeal for a children’s
centre at St Mary’s Church, White
Waltham, Berkshire was launched
last month.

The building will be mainly used
for Sunday morning children’s
activities but it will also be a base
for meetings and other church activities. 

The vision statement for Project
Rainbow states: “We have a strong desire
to serve more fully the needs of all those
in our Parish, especially those in
particular areas of need. We want to
encourage and support families as they
bring their children up in the 21st

century, equipping them to overcome
challenges and to have the self-
confidence to make the right decisions
as they grow up in today’s society.” 

Jenny Murphy, project chairman,  said,
“This is a very exciting time for those of
us involved in Project Rainbow and for
everyone living in our area.  We have all
the permissions that we need to go
ahead with this building so now we want
to tell everyone about the project and
get going with our fund raising.”  

Priest-in-Charge, the Revd David
Andrew said:  “As a church we have a

very real need for this building.  We want
to serve the needs of all the people in
our parish.  With this new building we
will be much better equipped to support
our local families and to ensure the
future of the Church in this area.”   

Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd
Stephen Cottrell, was one of the
dignitaries at a launch event. He said: “It
is wonderful to see a church investing in
its local community, especially in its
children and young people.  I wish
Project Rainbow every success.”

Pictured above are, front, from left, children

Sienna, Alexander and Gabriella. Back, from left

are Bob Crittenden (fund raising) Jenny Murphy

(project Chairman), Bridget Tracy (project

secretary), Tony Hill (treasurer), Julia Hodgson

(Children's work leader), Revd David Andrew

(Priest in Charge) and Jane Nottage (Project

Team Member). Inset is an artist’s impression of

the centre.

Bridget Tracy

Minster launches £400,000 pipe appeal
MUSIC enthusiasts are being called on
to help raise £400,000 to refurbish the
150-year-old organ at Reading Minster of
St Mary the Virgin.

The instrument was built in 1862 for
an exhibition in Kensington. It was
installed at St Mary the Virgin in 1867
and was fully refurbished in 1936. But no
work has been done to it since then, and
as a result it has a tendency to make
raspberry like noises during services.

Peter West, assistant organist, said:
“The British Association of Organ
Studies gave the organ Grade Two status
and said it  was ‘worthy of respect for
future generations and  should be
looked after and maintained’.

“It’s a fascinating instrument, but half
of it doesn’t work. It is good for
accompanying a choir but not great for
getting sound out into the nave of the
church. When it’s rebuilt we’ll need to
look at ways of dealing with that, possibly
extra pipes somewhere else in the
building.”

To replace the organ would cost in the

region of £1.2m, and because it would
be electronic, the new instrument would
become obsolete very quickly. 

Mr West added: “The old organ is still
fairly decent considering nothing has
been done to it for so long. We are
launching a sponsor a pipe scheme.
People can sponsor-a-pipe for  £10 or for
£100 can become a patron and come to
a special recital before the grand
re-opening recital. 

“Some people say they can’t pay £100
in one go, but are happy to pay  £5 per
month. Some generous people have
agreed to pay £1,000 for a whole set of
pipes.” 

A series of organ recitals is taking
place at the Minster to raise money for
the restoration fund. They take place on
Thursdays at 7pm. The next ones are:

3 June, Julie McKee, jazz singer/pianist,
17  June, Doug Turner, guitarist, 1 July,
The Consonum Trio. 

Tickets cost £7 per concert available
from the Minster office on 0118 957
1057.
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Answering the call...
Christians are being called on to pray for this country’s poorest people on Church Urban Fund

Poverty Sunday on 13th June. Here the Door looks at projects in this diocese that are supported
by the fund.

Church Urban Fund

Spotlight on...

Arefugee project that started in
a church hall now helps more
than   540 households per year

with a drop-in centre and in-depth
one-to-one work.

The Slough Refugee Project started
when a group of people realised there
were lots of asylum-seekers in Slough who
were not receiving any sort of welcome.
The project started small, offering
refugees a cup of tea and a chat. As the
needs of the people the scheme catered
for became apparent, it began to expand.
The drop-in centre is now open four
mornings a week and one-to-one help is
offered five afternoons per week.

The Church Urban Fund, which has
provided a grant of £15,000 towards
salary costs, training, volunteer support
and overheads, supports its morning
drop-ins, but the centre also runs a
refugee integration project, co-ordinated
by Emmanuel Munyambuga. He said:
“Refugees and asylum -seekers are people
who don’t necessarily get a good press
and whatever we can do to rectify that, or
whatever information we can give out on
their behalf will help make a distinction
between what is a myth and what is reality.

The centre now has two full-time and

six part-time
members of staff.
The key to its
success is a focus on
teamwork and
training. 

The project is run
by a  multi-faith,
mult i -community
and multi-racial
team, with 30 to 40
per cent of
volunteers also
being those who use
its services. The
range of cultural
input has enabled them to welcome
people from 29 countries. 

A spokesman said: “We are currently
running at capacity but we would like to
do more advocacy and campaigning. At
the moment about 30 per cent of our
clients arrive with us destitute and so we
are dealing with the immediate face of
the crisis.

“What motivates people to work here?
There is a huge range of volunteers.
Many have a religious faith and there are
a lot of Islamic volunteers, but there is
also a sense of wanting to ‘give something

back’ among the client group. This
funding has meant that other funders are
happy to chip in. We have just got two
new grants which I believe is because they
could see that CUF were in the mix. The
funding has also enabled the project to
feel supported by the Church. This has
happened locally where there has been
tremendous support from churches with
food and clothing.”

@For more information see
www.sloughrefugeesupport.org.uk

ONLINE

Slough Refugee Project

Churches in Reading Women’s Project
MANY of the women helped by the Churches in Reading Women’s
Centre are lonely and live isolated lives. 

About 52 per cent have mental health problems, some are
physically ill, 22 per cent are disabled and 79 per cent are on low
incomes. Twenty per cent are from ethnic minorities and nine per
cent are single mums.

The Church Urban Fund has provided £9,000 towards a part
time centre co-ordinator. 

The centre aims to help women realise their full potential by
providing a safe place where they can receive support, education,
skills development, a listening ear and a hot meal. Some of the
women who use the centre may be facing homelessness and/or
broken or violent relationships. 

The project started 16 years ago and is open three days per
week where women can relax in an informal atmosphere, make new
friends and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and a chat. Activities
include art workshops, crafts, slimming club, music appreciation,
beauty days, jumble sales, drama workshops, horticultural therapy
and basic computer skills. Advocacy, counselling and financial
advice are available. 

An example of how the centre makes a difference is reflected by
the story of one woman who was suffering from mental health
problems and had been in a violent relationship. As her life
changed she became a volunteer and then moved on to full time
education. 

Reading Refugee Support Group
WITHOUT the Reading Refugee Support group many
vulnerable people would be forced underground and into
destitution.

Now a registered charity, RRSG was recently given a Church
Urban Fund grant of £5,000 towards a part time adminstrator
and volunteer co-ordinator. Manager Alison McQuitty said:
“This is vital as we rely on volunteers, but we need someone to
manage them, to sort out CRB checks and to arrange events
for clients and volunteers.”

The group offers refugees and asylum seekers English
tuition, access to cheap furniture, and higher self esteem. They
are also given financial help to cover the train fare from
Reading to London for immigration reporting purposes and
for asylum applications.

The group began in the 1990s after a series of meetings
between churches in Reading and the Kosovan and Sierra
Leone refugee community and RISK (Reading International
Solidarity Campaign).

Last year it supported 408 individuals, mainly from
Afghanistan and Zimbabwe. The outreach worker also
supported 86 individuals. There is still a need for help and
advice for refugees and asylum seekers. RRSG is building a
public training programme to raise awareness.

One client said: “At RRSG my fears were understood, my
questions were answered, my self-confidence was boosted.

“I feel they created a better person of me, a person who can
integrate with society in a confident way who can be more
productive with a highly positive impact on the environment I
am in. When I went to the office of the RRSG, I was 100 per
cent sure that I would learn something new; I was sure I would
get the exact answer to my questions, whether it was  legal
advice, a piece of
information about
travelling, or even a
personal opinion that
helps me to make
decisions about other
aspects of my life.”

ONLINE

@For more information see
www.rrsg.org.uk

CHRISTIAN writer David Rhodes sums up the essence of
Church Urban Fund’s call to tackle poverty, by saying: “Jesus
commands us to do something definite. Something
demanding. Something dynamic.

“He commands us to love our neighbour... This means to
value and respect them, and to actively oppose any injustice
which condemns marginalised and vulnerable individuals to
suffering and humiliation; to tackle the cause as well as the
symptom.”

See www.cuf.org.uk/poverty-sunday.aspx for more
information on how to resond to CUF’s call. 

A training session is pictured. Slough Refugee Support

St Ethelwold’s House, Abingdon
A Centre for Contemplative Christianity and Interfaith
Dialogue in a beautiful historic house with riverside 
gardens. Ideal for individual or group retreats, Parish

away days and group meetings.

For details of our facilities and programme of events
www.ethelwoldhouse.org.uk
ethelwoldhouse@btinternet.com

01235 555486

Tilsley House Residential Care 
Home for the Elderly & Tranquil
House Sheltered Accommodation

Weston-super-Mare
ROOMS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE

Tilsley House and Tranquil House are highly regarded
Homes near the sea front which enjoy a delightful

Christian atmosphere and excellent standards 
of care and comfort.

For more information contact 
Rachel Clapham, Manager on 01934 626933

Charity Number 1066832
Company Number 3471812

Tel:01373 462069

CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote DR0610

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN
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Flashmob dances for child health

I
N my experience children are
often really interested in the
science that they learn at school
and elsewhere and they want to
know how it squares up with the

biblical story of creation. 
So when I’m asked by children or by

leaders wanting to know how to approach
it here’s my take (appropriate to children
aged 7+).

The first point I want to make is that
science and God are mutually compatible
and not mutually exclusive. We need
Christian scientists and I would never
want to put a child in a position of feeling
they have to choose between science and
faith (I think ‘the world’ makes this
demand enough already). 

Secondly, science has proven that the
big bang happened. In my understanding
this is irrefutable (although I am not an
astrophysicist!). However, science has not
satisfactorily answered one fundamental
part of the jigsaw which I will now
explore.

In a group scenario I would talk about
what you need to make a ‘big bang’
drawing them round to the fact that you
need something to go bang (matter) and
something to make the bang (energy).
Now, I don’t remember a lot from my
secondary school science lessons, except
the smell of burning plastic when my
classmates remoulded their pens.
However, I do remember something

really important about energy and matter
– that is that these cannot be created or
destroyed, they can only be changed
from one form to another. This theory
was accompanied with experiments using
heat as the source of energy that changes
water from solid (ice) to liquid (water) to
gas (steam).

So, my argument is that going back to
the beginning of the universe there was

nothing (so scientists say) until the big
bang propelled matter out. 

Over millions of years the forces from
that bang have worked and moulded
until we end up with the living organic
universes of which we are one small part.
But how can a big bang come from
nothing? 

Logically there had to be matter and
there had to energy for the explosion to
happen – for me this is the God bit. God
is the eternal ‘I am’ and where the ‘logic’
of science falls down. How can it all be an
accident? God’s life giving spirit was the
catalyst that set events in motion and
holds it all in being. 

So the answer to the question; “Did the
big bang really happen?” is “yes”.
Scientists have proven this fact, but this in
no way means that God had no hand in it
or should be taken out of the equation.
In my mind the more science ‘discovers’
and ‘proves’ the more there has to be
‘God’ because the number of ‘accidents’
is just too preposterous. 

The Biblical account of creation is
about order coming where there is chaos,
life coming to non-life, seasons and
cycles, ebb and flow. I have heard
nothing in the basic laws of physics,
chemistry and biology that suggest
anything different.
Yvonne Morris is diocesan children’s
advisor.

When children ask how the

Bible and the Big Bang relate,

how do we respond? Yvonne
Morris gives us some ideas

for answers.

Did the Big Bang really happen?

L
egoland Windsor visitors were
in for a surprise when a
flashmob started singing and
strutting their stuff recently,
writes Cat-Dan Lai-Smith. 

The event was put on by Stagecoach
theatre schools from Witney and
Bourton-on-the-Water who sang and
danced to It’s a Hard Knock Life, and
Tomorrow from the musical Annie in the
park’s Mini Land to raise awareness of
World Vision’s Child Health Now
campaign. 

Several of the dancers describe how
they felt about the event and why they
were involved:  “I was really enjoying it
because I wanted to see how the public
reacted and see if they were shocked or
not and see how many would get the
idea into their head about Child Health
Now,” said Jake Acock, 12. 

Lauren Warner, eight, said: “At first, it
got really nerve-wracking, but then when
we started to dance, I got really excited.
I think it’s important for people to know
about how children are suffering from
malaria and need more help and more
care.”

“It’s great to see all these young
people getting involved and trying to
bring about change because that’s what
it’s all about,” said the Revd Michael
French, World Vision UK’s Director of
Advocacy. “We’re trying to say that we
want to address this question that nine
million children under the age of five
die of easily preventable causes. So
having all these young people here is
simply about getting the message out

there that ‘change is possible’.”
Amanda Zanre, mother of twins

Sebastian and Tatiana, who performed
in the dance, also whole-heartedly
supports the flash mob. “I think children
that are taking part in this event and

their friends who will be watching it and
have heard about it will be more aware.

“I think doing this shows that young
people can do something to make a
difference on behalf of the lives of other
children,” she said.

Gary Ombler

@To watch the flashmob and sign up to
the campaign log on to 
www.worldvision.org/flashmob

ONLINE
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Deciding on full time education is a
tremendously important choice. 

In many cases the subject chosen can have
repercussions throughout life, forming for many
students the foundations of a lifetime’s career.
For a Christian of any age the choice of a
theological, secular or social subject is likely to
be emphasised as it will effect the student’s
chosen path in the future.

A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken
in deciding what path to follow, even when
inherent talents seem to make the choice a little
more obvious. For younger Christians the path
may have already been discussed when
choosing subjects for ‘A’ levels but for many
older Christians starting a course could well be
a part of a change in life’s direction. It is worth
spending time with family, friends and even the
Vicar when making these choices.

There’s also the choice of college. For many

some time away from home at University can be
a time of self-discovery and growing, although
others may well prefer somewhere closer to
home. This can be due to the commitments such
as family responsibilities or commitments to the
local church or other organisations. Travelling
times are also quicker, a boon for most students.
Financial considerations can also be a reason to
study a little closer to home.

There are many excellent Colleges and
Universities offering the conveniences of city
life coupled with short journey times home. In
some cases the sea is not far away.

For all the challenge of full time study should
prove to be rewarding and fulfilling.

There will also be those who might be
interested in one of the many distance-learning
courses available today. There are many on offer
catering for all ages and abilities. Such courses
can help you in your private devotions and
understanding of the Scriptures.

Foundations for the future
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T
HE writer Flora Thompson
(1876-1947) was born and
grew up in a tiny house in an
isolated hamlet in north-east
Oxfordshire, Juniper Hill.

The eldest of ten children, she went to
school in neighbouring Cottisford and
worked in the post office further down
the road at Fringford.

Today, long after her death, she is
remembered for her semi-
autobiographical trilogy about growing
up in the English countryside, Lark Rise to
Candleford. Her work, which documents a
disappearing world, has come to a new
audience in the last couple of years
through the popular BBC series, first
aired in January 2008, loosely based on
the trilogy.

The walk begins at Fringford, which
Flora Thompson turned into Candleford
Green in the books. (Candleford itself is
based on an amalgamation of Banbury,
Bicester and Buckingham.) You may like
to visit the Butchers Arms (01869
277363) (1) before you set off.

Passing the cricket ground on your
right, you’ll see the houses of Fringford
clustered around a pretty, traditional
village green. On the right is Fringford C
of E Primary School (2), which has just
over 100 pupils on its roll. (The original
school, now a private house, is not far
away on the other side of the road.) You
may like to pause here and pray for the
pupils and staff. The Church has a long
track record in the field of education.
Pray for the future direction of church
schools. Think about all those involved in
education in your own community.

Flora Thompson’s experience at school
was not a particularly happy one. The
level of her education (she left school in
her early teens) makes it all the more
extraordinary that she produced such
lasting work. 

Fortunately, she was inspired by her

first employer, Mrs Kezia Whitton
(Dorcas Lane in the books) who, she
wrote, “had more influence than anyone
in shaping the outward course of my life”,
by allowing her to read from her library.
You may like to reflect for a moment on
those who have had a great impact on
your life. Who, in turn, do you – or could
you – help inspire in some way?

Carry on through the village towards

the church and you will pass the 18th

century Old Forge (3) on your right. Now
a private house, in Flora Thompson’s day
it was both the Forge and post office run
by Mrs Whitton where Flora (Laura in the
books) went to work as an assistant. The
Old Forge has an original AA sign from
the 1920s.

Here you might like to think about all
those young people seeking work today,
especially in the countryside where many
traditional forms of employment have
vanished. Pray for those who are
struggling to find jobs and are feeling
anxious or disillusioned. Pray for families
where unemployment is a source of great
stress and unhappiness. Are there ways
our church communities can help by
offering support or practical work
experience?

St Michael and All Angels (4), one of
the ten churches that make up the
Shelswell Benefice, dates from the early

12th century. You may like to pause for a
moment’s quiet in the church (open in
daylight hours).

As you leave, turn right and walk
through the churchyard to the corner.
You come out into Church Lane. Follow
this and then turn into Rectory Lane.
You’ll see the old village pump outside
Pump Cottage which used to supply water
to the properties in Rectory Lane and the
Old School. You may like to stop here
and give thanks for the free and easy
access to clean drinking water we enjoy in
Britain. Pray for those in other parts of

the world where this is a daily battle.
Remember those who die of easily
preventable illnesses due to dirty water.

When you reach the pond, you’ll see
the Old Bakehouse over to the right.
Next to it there is a footpath out of the
village. Take this towards Hethe. You will
briefly walk on the road, but you are
following a straight line to Hethe. When
you reach Hethe (5), either divert into
the village, or cross the lane and carry
straight on towards Cottisford (6).

In Cottisford (Fordlow in the books)
you can visit St Mary’s church (open in
daylight hours), Flora’s “little squat
church” where she sat through services
that were not designed with children in
mind. There is a brass war memorial and
you can find her favourite brother Edwin
(Edmund in the books) listed there. He
died in the Battle of the Somme in 1916;
her younger son Peter was lost at sea in
the Second World War. She was
devastated by these losses. You may like to
stop and pray for those who are fighting
today in Afghanistan. Remember the
bereaved; the families at home, waiting
anxiously for news. 

Before you reach the church, you will
see Cottisford House. Flora delivered
letters to large houses such as these. One
of her particular contributions as a social
historian was the fact that she uniquely
documented the lives of ordinary people
in rural society, who were often extremely
poor. You may like to reflect on the
differences in rich and poor today. Pray
for those who are squeezed by poverty in
our society.

After Cottisford, you may like to
continue to Juniper Hill where Flora
Thompson grew up in the End House,
now called Lark Rise Cottage. You can see
the house from the end of the drive, but
please respect the privacy of the owners
and their neighbours in Juniper Hill.

For further information about the
history of this area, see The Real Lark Rise
Parish by Ted and Joan Flaxman 
(ISBN787-0954898632; email
ted.flaxman@talk21.com). In Flora’s
Footsteps by Martin Greenwood 
( I S B N 9 7 8 - 1 9 0 2 2 7 9 3 7 4 ;
martingreenwood@btinternet.com);
The World of Flora Thompson Revisited by
Christine Bloxham (ISBN 978-
0752443485) and Flora Thompson’s
Country by David Watts and Christine
Bloxham (ISBN 978-1899536962).  

Fringford is four miles north of Bicester.
Buses are available from Bicester to both
Fringford and Cottisford.

For the fourth in our series of

prayer walks Sarah Meyrick
visits Flora Thompson country

with Judith Harvey. 
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Into the real Candleford

1

Fringford Post Office and Forge, 1890. Tony Webster

Ordnance Survey Mapping@Crown Copyright

Flora Thompson
Henry Westbury

The plaque from the church. Tony Webster.

Listen to Judith Harvey reflecting on
living in Flora Thompson’s house with
the Revd Sally Welch at
www.oxford.anglican.org/prayerwalks.
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AS the world changes the Church must adapt. In some areas whole new Christian communities have

been planted under the Fresh Expressions banner. In others established churches have found innovative

ways of developing new congregations. Here the Door explores how The Diocese of Oxford is moving

with the times.

Church in a chan

A
Prayer ministry team visiting a
nearby car boot sale and a
church congregation in a
hospital church are just two of
the expressions of church that

take place in Furze Platt in Maidenhead,
Berkshire.

The Revd Beth Honey, curate, has been
at St Peter’s and St Mark’s for 10 months,
and is helping to encourage these existing
ministries, and looking for opportunities
for new ones. “It’s about looking for new
ways of connecting with people and
walking with them on their journey
towards faith, rather than just inviting
them to church,” said Beth.

“There’s a car boot sale around the
corner from St Peter’s on a Sunday
morning. The prayer team felt there
should be people up there, so they take a
car up and offer to pray for people, and
they are building up relationships.” 

St Mark’s congregation has met in the
hospital church for many years, and fosters
great connections with patients and their
families.  “The leaders of the congregation
are fantastic in facilitating this,” says Beth,
who is involved with a parent-and-toddler
group at the church, linked with a growing

community that is focused on a
monthly Sunday morning
gathering, welcoming young
families who are not used to
going to church.

“However it can still be a big
leap to take for many people.
We’ve started having a meal
after the group on a Tuesday, to
give more space to the
relationships being developed.
We wait to see what grows as a
result.” 

Connections with local
primary schools, built up over
many years, have led to the use
of ‘Open the Book’, a three year
school assembly scheme that
takes children through the whole Bible.
Beth said: “One school asked us to offer an
‘Open the Book Club’, and we will run this
after school to enable us to build on the
connections we have locally.  It’s about
long term commitment to relationships in
the area. The local police had heard about
Street Angels in Watford. They approached
Mark Balfour, vicar of Furze Platt, and a
local steering group is now moving towards
launching Street Angels in Maidenhead,

building on the Salvation Army’s Friday
night project handing out free bottled
water.  We want to explore further
possibilities of connecting with people in
the town centre,” she added.

“The important thing for me as a curate
here is to value all that God is doing
through both inherited church and new
forms of church.  The one question is –
does what we are doing make it easier or
harder for this person to meet Jesus?”

Fresh connections in Furze Platt

IN Woolstone, Milton Keynes, an experimental Café Style church has
recently evolved into a pub church, on a trial basis. The Revd Cathi
Williams moved to Woolstone two years ago, where she found a loyal

congregation of 15 to 20 people on the electoral roll. 
Working with those people and using links with the Women of

Woolstone community group, she arranged a Café Style event instead of a
formal service, to encourage people to stay after an annual Egg Hunt on
Easter Sunday last year. 

“We started thinking about what we could do after the egg hunt that
might encourage people to stay,”  said Cathi. “People really enjoyed it.”

The Café Style service was going every six weeks and has recently
started meeting in the Cross Keys pub.   Cathi said the church will meet
in the pub from May to August this year for an extended trial, with a
decision pending about what to do in September. “We are talking about
doing an acoustic night, and entering a team into the regular pub quiz.
That’s where we are at at the moment. It’s exciting and we’ll see where it
takes us.”

‘We’re going down the pub’

Air to breathe

AIR is a new, experimental
multi media service held on
the second Sunday of each

month at St Mary’s Church,
Woughton on the Green.

Inspired by Visions of York,this
contemplative event sees trancey,
chill out tunes provide the
backdrop for traditional liturgy. 

The Revd Cathi Williams had
been involved in Visions, with her
husband Howard, before moving to
the Diocese of Oxford. She said:
“At the moment it’s quite small and
we aren’t sure where it is going, but
we are getting a sense from God
that there is something in it, so we
are persevering. 

An image from Air, by Howard Williams

The Son is a proactive,
provocative and
uncompromising newspaper
which aims to put Jesus back
at the centre of society.

Written and presented in an
easy to read tabloid style,
based on the UK’s biggest 
circulation newspapers, The
Son is an ideal tool to reach
believers and unbelievers as
well.

As well as up-to-the-minute
news, showbiz and sport from
the paper, we bring you some
uplifting testimonies and
insight from The Son’s
brilliant team of columnists.

The current edition of The
Son includes stories on Ringo
Starr, Simon MacCorkindale,
Denzel Washington, Ruby
Turner, Dmitar Berbatov, Paul
Azinger and many more.

It’s an ideal tool for
outreach. Why not use The
Son to reach your 
community?

Order your copies today:
www.theson.org.uk
or call The Son hotline on
01752 225623.

‘Enjoyed the paper - looks
great. Well done!’

Jeremy Vine
BBC Radio 2

The Son.
We love him!

BIG  NAMES 

ARE IN 
THE SON

Spring 2010
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BRAZILIAN SKIPPER LUCIO HOPES TO GET HIS HANDS ON THE WORLD CUP  SEE PAGE 15

Former

Beatle

reveals

he has 

‘found

God’

TREASURED GIRL PAGE 5 

SEESTHE

BINGO!
RINGO
SEES THE
LIGHT

SOUL STAR RUBY TUNES

INTO GOSPEL SEE PAGE 3

FORMER Beatle Ringo Starr has revealed

that he has ‘found God.’

The rock legend, who celebrates his 70th

birthday in July, broke the news in an

interview with the Los Angeles Star 

newspaper while recording his new album

‘Y Not.’

See full story on centre pages

Striker

Dimitar

Berbatov

eyes the

title and

the Bible

‘Prayer is so precious’

says actor 

Simon 

MacCorkindale
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ix and a half years ago my wife
and I sat in an empty classroom
at the back of our local Primary
School wondering if the drop in
coffee morning we had decided

to run was worth it, writes Chris Gaynor.  
We sat and prayed and then Phee told

me the old Aesop’s fable of the Sun and
the Wind. The Sun and the North Wind
argue about who is the strongest and who
can get the cloak off the traveller.  The
wind goes first and blows and blows but
the traveller just holds on tight, then it’s
the Sun’s turn.  The Sun just gently warms
the man and he chooses to take the cloak
off himself.

Though we were disheartened we took
hope from that story and still hold by it to
this day.  We weren’t going to force anyone
to come to what we were doing, we just
had to serve them with love and kindness
and trust God.  That same coffee morning
is now bursting at the seams, with over fifty
adults and children, enjoying tea, coffee
and homemade cakes in a warm, relaxing,
friendly environment.  

Our main aim to begin with was to build
community on Hanwell Fields, the new
development we were sent to serve.  We
formed a very good working relationship
with the school and much of what we have
done has taken place there.  Apart from
being involved with school assemblies,
lessons and class trips to St Francis church
(our sending church) we have organised
community events such as an annual
Easter Eggstravaganza, children’s holiday
club, Christmas crafts and carols, a

parenting course and fireworks parties.
The school has also played a pivotal role in
us making friends on the estate.  We have
three young children at the school and  we
have been able to make friends with other
parents. Out of that we formed our first
fresh Expression, That God Thing, in
2007.  

It’s a gathering for families involving
craft, games, drama, film, prayer, stories,
food and lots more.  We began with just
four families and now we have 10 families
who come along regularly.  Our biggest
challenges are sustaining the huge amout
of creativity needed for what we do, and
moving people on to become fully devoted
followers of Jesus, especially with a core

group of only four people.  
We have recently begun Life Encounters

a new group for the adults from That God
Thing, and our hope is that as we discuss
the issues of faith and life people will be
drawn closer to the person of Christ. Our
challenge for the future is sustaining all
the different events and groups as well as
keeping our mission focus. Building on
our core team and making disciples will be
vital in achieving this.  It has been a great
adventure so far, with many challenges,
upsets and disappointments but there is
much to celebrate as we move into the
future.
The Revd Chris Gaynor is the Pioneer Curate

at St Francis, Banbury , Oxfordshire. 

Encounter at Hanwell Fields 

hOME - one of the original ‘Cutting Edge Ministries’ projects facilitated
by the Diocese in 2003 - is now in it’s 7th year of existence, writes Matt
Rees. 

We’ve been through many, many changes in that time and we’re
grateful for the time and space we’ve had to evolve and grow. We’re
now firmly rooted in East Oxford where the community gathers each
Sunday. 

Two important partnerships have emerged recently. Firstly with St
Mary & St John’s, Cowley. (We gather in their church and we’re
exploring other ways of working together) and secondly with StillPoint
(a project seeking to nurture holistic spiritual practice from within the
contemplative/mystical tradition).

We have also had a lot of babies! So the community is now quite an
all-age affair. We continue to explore the way of Christ, often
stumbling and falling along the way, and are continually surprised by
God’s grace and patience.

The Revd Matt Rees is half time associate priest at SS Mary and John,
Cowley, as well as leader of hOME. 

Room for Everyone: growing church in a changing culture
is a day conference aimed at helping you make sense of
the changing culture and the changing church.

It’s aimed at the curious, the tentative, the restless and
the reluctant pioneer. 

The event takes place on Saturday, 25 S eptember, at
The Kings Centre, Osney Mead, Oxford, 10am to 4pm. It
costs just £5 per person including lunch. 

There’ll be stories,  stimulating discussion and practical
workshops.  The keynote speaker is Bishop Graham Cray,
Archbishops' Missioner and Leader of the national Fresh
Expressions Team.  The day will be chaired by the Bishop
of Dorchester, the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher. 

To book email ruth.wilson@oxford.anglican.org or call
01865 208252.

Room for everyone

Evolving hOME

Fine furniture for church and home

Ronald Emett
01935 891033 ronald@emett.co.uk

Visit me at
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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COUNSELLING
REV. HEATHER McGIVERN
Short or long term counselling by

experienced and qualified practitioner.
Spiritual direction also offered.

Methodist Minister
Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF)

Tel: 0118 973 4801

SEEKS NEW
MANUSCRIPTS

IN ALL
SUBJECTS
For an appraisal 

contact (Ref: DR)
St Thomas’ Place, Ely,

Cambridgeshire, CB7 4GG

Phone: 
01353 646608

Email:
info@melrosebooks.co.uk

MELROSE
BOOKS

Established 1969

TToo  aaddvveerrttiissee  iinn

TThhee  DDoooorr    

ccaallll  0011775522

222255662233

GETAWAY with 
the Directory 

– see page 17
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The Museum 
of Army

Chaplaincy
The Royal Army Chaplains’ Department has a long and

distinguished history. The Museum of Army Chaplaincy at Amport
House, near Andover depicts the Story of chaplains serving with the

Army from 1796 to the end of the Twentieth Century.

Displays include objects from both World Wars and 1991 Gulf War.

The Museum is open to groups and individuals by appointment. For
further details please contact the Curator, Mr David Blake.

Museum of Army
Chaplaincy,
Amport House,
Amport,
Near Andover,
Hampshire
SP11 8BG
Tel: 01264
773144 x4248
Email: museumcurator@amporthouse.co.uk

Music and events in Fishguard,
Goodwick, St.Davids Cathedral and

Rhos-y-gilwen Mansion

Highlights: Philharmonia Orchestra, Peter
Donohoe (Chopin), Luca Luciano – 

(clarinet), John S Davies Singers, Cardiff
International Academy of Voice,

CBSO – Innovation Chamber Ensemble 
with Richard Jenkinson and Ben Frith, Young

Musicians' Platforms, Tim Kliphuis 
(jazz violin).  Purbayan Chatterjee (Sitar), BBC
National Orchestra of Wales with Llyr Williams
(piano), Leicestershire Chorale, The National

Youth Orchestra of Wales – and more

Begins July 22nd – August 2nd 2010
Brochure – May 2010

Box Office 01348 875538 (Mid-June)
Enquiries 01348 891345 (Artistic Director)

01348 891226 (Chairman)

St David’s Cathedral
Pembrokeshire

The building dates 
back from 12th century
and the ceilings are of
special interest.
■ DAILY SERVICES
■ BOOKSHOP
■ CONCERTS
■ GUIDED TOURS
■ DISABLED ACCESS

Open 8.00am to 6.00pm

☎
01437 720199
www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk

OOppeenn  GGaarrddeennss  
iinn  LLaacceeyy  GGrreeeenn

SSuunnddaayy  JJuunnee  2200tthh  22001100
2pm to 6pm

Organised by St John’s Church,
Lacey Green

Tickets £4 on sale at 
Lacey Green Village Hall

Car Parking available at the Village Hall

Also in the Hall - Cream Teas will be
served and there will be a Plant Sale

and various other stalls 

We all have our very own idea of the best way
to relax on our days off. For many, travelling
beckons, offering a whole host of places to
visit, sights to be seen and things to be doing.
It’s amazing how we make ourselves busy in
order to relax!

We are lucky to be living in a country with such
varied landscapes all so close together. From cosy
villages to cosmopolitan
cities, steeped in history,
Great Britain has it all.

This page has a wonderful
selection of events and places
to entertain and inspire you. 

Oxfordshire, Berkshire and
Buckinghamshire has some
beautiful countryside and
picture postcard villages.
They make a pleasant setting
for an afternoon drive, with
plenty of tea shops to drop
into and an incredible range
of pleasant walks. Our churches always provide a
pleasant place to spend a moment in peace. 

Open Garden events are becoming increasingly
popular as well as providing an opportunity for
local churches to raise some funds. There are so
many programmes on gardening on the television
that there can be very few people who have not
been swept up in the excitement to improve their
garden. Even those without gardens look at hanging
baskets or window boxes as a way of adding colour
to their lives. 

The National Trust gardens in large country
estates have long been popular places to visit but
more recently the focus has been turning, albeit
slowly, to the ordinary person’s garden. Sunday
June 20 provides a great opportunity to visit the
gardens in Lacey Green. Running from 2pm to 6pm
the ticket gains you entrance to selection of local
gardens. 

Here you can enjoy seeing different people’s
interpretation on gardening whilst getting some
ideas to take home with you. The village hall will
be open for cream teas and plant sale. Other stalls
are planned as well.

A visit to the zoo is a must for family days out.
Now celebrating it’s 40th anniversary, the Cotswold
Wildlife Park at Burford will be open from 10am
daily. Everyone has their favourite animal that they
like to visit in these modern day arks, whether it is

Inspiration all the way
Advertisement Feature

the big cats or something a little more crawly such
as ants or spiders. The Meerkats must be increasing
in popularity, and there can be few of us who have
not been moved by their bravery and reluctance to
sell cheap car insurance in some of the current
television advertising! 

Also being promoted this season is the
opportunity to walk with the lemurs and visit the
penguins. As always there are gardens, picnic areas

and cafeteria. 
Cotswold Wildlife

Park is happy to receive
Sunday School Outings,
although the Women’s
Guild would be just as
welcome. Coach outings
are an ideal way to being
church groups together
in a way that filling up a
lot of cars cannot. It
emphasis the larger
family that is the church

and offers a great chance to get everyone involved.
Wherever you travel you are never far from a

beautiful church or cathedral. Each in its own way
offers a sanctuary from the hustle of the day. Many
have gift shops and cafés. 

Rochester Cathedral brings history dramatically
to life with a range of audio tours under the banner,
Ancient Stones, Untold Stories...’ Well worth a visit
and entry is free. There’s a special ‘Spiritual tour’
for parish groups who are willing to reflect on their
tour.

If you are visiting Wales this year, do try and
visit the well established Fishguard Music Festival.
Now in its 41st year the event runs from July 22 to
August 2. 

Music and events are held in Fishguard itself,
Goodwick, Rhos-y-gilwen Mansion and St David’s

Cathedral. Google the website to find up to date
listings and times.

St David’s Cathedral in Pembrokeshire is a place
worth visiting if you are in the area. Dating from
12th Century the intricate ceilings are of special
interest.

Cotswold Wildlife Park near Burford has
plenty of attractions for all the family
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FRIDAY 4 JUNE

OLD AMERSHAM:  St Mary’s Church is
holding a flower festival until 6 June.
Details 01494 725284/722636.

OXFORD: Science and Faith talk ‘From
artificial intelligence to artificial
consciousness: can we build conscious
machine?’ at 7.30pm. Details 01865
314849.

SATURDAY 5 JUNE

HUNGERFORD:  The Cromwell Singers
of Newbury Summer Concert at St
Lawrence’s Church at 7.30pm. Tickets
£6 on the door.

BECKLEY: Solo guitar recital at St
Mary’s Church at 7.30pm. Details
01865 351270.

WATLINGTON: Church Summer fete
from 2pm - 4.30pm in the churchyard. 

EAST HAGBOURNE: Annual
scarecrow trail is taking place in the
village today and tomorrow. Details
01235 813393.

SUNDAY 6 JUNE

PENN STREET: Holy Trinity will be
serving cream teas every Sunday
afternoon during the summer from
2.30pm - 5pm.

GREAT MISSENDEN: ‘Think local’ fair
will be held at St Peter and St Paul from
10am - 4pm. 

WEDNESDAY 9 JUNE

OXFORD: The Council of Christians
and Jews lecture ‘If these stones could
talk!’ by Dr Gilmour, an international
archaeologist specialising in the Holy
Land at 7.30pm at Friends Meeting
House, St Giles. Details 0207 015 5160.

THURSDAY 10 JUNE

OXFORD:  The retired clergy
association meeting in the Priory Room
at Christ Church from 10.15am. ‘The
Church and the Media’ with Canon
David Winter. Followed by a bring and
share lunch. Details 01865 761476.

SATURDAY 12 JUNE

OXFORD: St Andrew’s Church family
fun fair from 10am - 12.30pm.

WITNEY: Inter-church singers will
present a musical ‘Another brick in the
wall’ at High Street Methodist Church at
7.30pm. Tickets £5 on the door. 

BECKLEY: St Mary’s Church are
holding a family concert at 7.30pm.
Details 01865 351270.

EAST HAGBOURNE: Annual fete will
begin at 2.15pm. 

OLNEY: Open gardens weekend at The

Cowper and Newton Museum today
and tomorrow from 10.30am - 4.30pm.
Details 01234 77516.

ASHBURY: St Mary’s Church today and
tomorrow ‘Weddings through the
decades’ exhibition. 10am - 6pm.
Details 01793 710800.

MONKS RISBOROUGH: St Dunstan’s
Church will be serving cream teas from
2.15pm - 5pm today, tomorrow, 19 June
and 20 June (til 4pm). Details 01844
344417. 

WOOTTON BY WOODSTOCK: Open
gardens and flower festival today and
tomorow from 2pm - 6pm.

DUCKLINGTON: Village open gardens
today and tomorrow from 1.30pm -
5.30pm. St Bartholomew’s have concert
at 6pm today and songs of praise
tomorrow at 6pm. 

SUNDAY 13 JUNE

FAWLEY: St Mary’s Church at 5.30pm.
Summer concert by The Cromwell
Singers of Newbury. Details 01488
648542.

BRADENHAM: St Botolph’s Church are
holding a traditional sung Evensong with
the University of London church choir at
4pm. Details 01494 529988.

BECKLEY: St Mary’s Church are holding
an open afternoon from 2pm - 6pm. 

SATURDAY 19 JUNE

COWLEY: St James Church flower
festival 10.30am - 6.30pm.

SHAW: St Mary’s Church are holding a
summer concert by The Cromwell
Singers of Newbury at 7pm. Details
01488 648542.

OXFORD: Headington Quarry. ‘Women
of Note’ will perform at 7.30pm in the
Coach House, Quarry Road. Details
01865 761567.

BRIGHTWELL CUM SOTWELL: Music
and readings for a summer’s evening at
7pm at St Agatha’s Church. 

READING: Music@Reading Summer
Concert at 7.30pm in the Great Hall,
University of Reading. Details 0118 378
5256.

HEADINGTON: The Oxford Christian
Institute for Counselling are holding a
thanksgiving afternoon in recognition of
their 25 years. In Headington Baptist
Church from 2.30pm - 5pm. Details
01865 308889.

SUNDAY 20 JUNE

COWLEY: St James Church flower
festival 2pm - 5pm.

LOWER BASILDON: St Bartholo-mew’s
Church Open day 11am - 3pm. 

BRIGHTWELL CUM SOTWELL: Village
open gardens from 2pm - 5pm. Details
01491 835890.

MONDAY 21 JUNE

COWLEY: St James Church flower
festival 10.30am - 4pm.

THURSDAY 24 JUNE

DORCHESTER ON THAMES:
Dorchester Abbey at 7.30pm. ‘Morality
and the Law’ by Lord Carlile. Details
01865 340007.

TILEHURST: St Mary Magdalen Hall at
7.30pm. Concert by Reading Concert
singers. Details 0118 9425290.

FRIDAY 25 JUNE

READING:  St Agnes Hall at 7.30pm.
Concert by Reading Conert singers.
Details 0118 9425290.

FINGEST: Hambledon Valley, Near
Henley. Healing service with laying on
of hands and anointing at Holy
Communion at 10.15am. Details 01491
571231.

SATURDAY 26 JUNE

LITTLE MISSENDEN: Flower festival
over the weekend at St John the
Baptist. 

DINTON: St Peter and Paul at 7.30pm.
Organ recital by Colin Spinks. Details
01296 748561/748777.

BUCKINGHAM: St Peter and Paul are
holding a flower festival today and
tomorrow. Also teddy bears’ picnic
tomorrow. Details from jagilliland@
hotmail.com

STANDLAKE: Garden open and
christening robe display at St Giles
Church today and tomorrow 11am -
5pm.

FREELAND: Flower festival at St Mary’s
Church today and tomorrow from 1pm -
6pm. Details 01993 883600.

SATURDAY 27 JUNE

NEAR WANTAGE:  Gardens open at St
Andrew’s, Letcombe Regis from 2pm -
6pm. 

NEAR CHARLBURY: Gardens open at
Shorthampton Church, Chilson from
2pm - 5.30pm. Details 01608 810388.

DORCHESTER ON THAMES: Taize@7,
informal worship at Dorchester Abbey at
7pm. 

TUESDAY 29 JUNE

AMERSHAM: St Michael’s and All
Angels. Lecture by Harvey Gillman at
8pm. Details 01494 726680.

The Doorpost
The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The
deadline for the July/August 2010 issue is 4 June.

Courses, training, conferences & workshops in June 2010

‘It’s the way I tell them!’ Refreshing your preaching ministry
-  Tuesday 22 June at Diocesan Church House from 10am -
4pm. Leader: The Bishop of Reading. Details 01865 208249.

‘Open the Book’ school assembly training: Saturday 19 June
9.30am - 12.30pm at St Peter’s Church, Maidenhead. Cost
£2.00 Details 01628 784053.

Preaching: This course is designed for those who are beginning
to preach. Saturday 5 June at St James Church,Woodley. Details
sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.org

The Bible: This course aims to help participants read the Bible
with more understanding and confidence. Diocesan Church
House on 19 June and 10 July (need to attend both days).
Details sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.org

‘Sharing the spiritual journey with children and young
people’ - A SPIDIR network day for sharing experiences,
reflecting and opening doors. Thursday 17 June at Diocesan
Church House. Details from ruth.wilson@oxford.anglican.org

Courses & special events

Services at Christ Church Cathedral
Sundays: 8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 11.15am Sung Eucharist;  6pm Evensong.
Weekdays: 7.15am Morning prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm Wednesday only Holy Communion; 6pm Evensong (Thursday
Sung Eucharist 6pm). After Eight: Time to reflect, time to pray. Contemporary liturgies for mind and spirit on Sundays at 8pm.

Tel: 01865 276155   www.chch.ox.ac.uk
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Arts
15

The path to the centre

Sally Welch’s enthusiasm for her
subject shines from every page of this
little book.  Clearly laid out and

written in an easy and fluent style, she
distinguishes labyrinth from maze, and
explores the what, why, how and
wherefore of labyrinths.  

She then presents with care and
sensitivity the possibilities of the
labyrinth as a tool for reflection,
discovery, expression of deep thoughts
and feelings and meditation.  Sally meets
head on the concern that there is
something inherently pagan or
dangerous in the practice of walking the
labyrinth, and defends it as a legitimate
vehicle for the exploration of Christian
spirituality.  ‘The essential truth of the
labyrinth – that if you keep to the path you
will find your way to the centre -  is a
transformational one, a  lesson in faith,’ she
says. 

She explores the use of labyrinths in
the Christian tradition, dating from the
4th century AD, and reminds us that the
concept of physical journeying leading
to spiritual growth is a familiar one in
Scripture -  the journey being where
wisdom and self-knowledge are gained,
as God is able to work with us in this
place where self-assurance dissipates.
The simple act of walking a pattern laid
out on the floor or ground resonates
strongly with the motif of life as a
journey, found in the Old Testament,

and the concept of a single, Christ-
directed and Christ-centred path in the
New Testament. 

This book contains practical guidance
on how to use a labyrinth both
individually and liturgically, suggestions
for staging a labyrinth event for the first
time,  clear and practical instruction on
how to construct each of the main
designs of labyrinth using different
media, and an excellent resources
section which includes liturgies for use
during Advent and Lent.  Sally explores
how the use of a labyrinth could be
incorporated into services which mark
transition, such as  baptism and
marriage, and as a tool for community
or individual expression of grief or loss.

Modern re-discovery of this most
ancient form of symbolic journeying
cannot but enrich the toolkit for
Christian spiritual seekers, and Sally
Welch has given us a wonderful and
accessible little guide to the promise it
contains.

The Revd Olivia Graham is Parish
Development Adviser for Oxfordshire. 

In emergency break glass
by Olivia Graham Walking the Labyrinth

Sally Welch
Canterbury Press: £9.99

Prize draw
FOR the chance to win a copy of Walking the Labyrinth, send your name and address on
a postcard to Labyrinth Prize Draw, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford,
OX2 0NB. The closing date for entries is Friday, June 4th.

IN emergency break glass is an exhibition of
paintings and sculptures by Paul Hobbs. 

The show wrestles with questions of
faith in relation to contemporary life.
The work aims to challenge us about
issues of faith in God, justice and human
dignity. 

It reflects Jesus Christ’s passion for the
poor and vulnerable, for relationships,
for an end to violent conflict and
suffering. It details the death of Christ
and the so-called foolishness of God in
dying to bring us forgiveness.

The work includes figurative, abstract
and conceptual images, news articles and
ready-made objects.   It is being put on as
part of Oxfordshire Artweeks and local
schools will be visiting for discussions with
the artist about his work and as part of St
Peter’s Missions Week. 

Paul Hobbs was born in Nigeria and
studied Social and Political Science at
Pembroke College, Cambridge and Fine
Art at the Byam Shaw School of Art. In
2002 he was commissioned by the then
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr George
Carey, to create a large painting for
Lambeth Palace, called Dream Dreams.

The exhibition takes place at St Peter’s

Church, Hook Norton, OX15 5NH. It is
open every day from noon until 6pm and
on Thursdays and Fridays until 8pm.

The Head of Christ Paul Hobbs

The Home of Devenish
Weymouth Dorset

There are 23 Bungalows and 2
flats available to widows of
clergymen of the Church of
England or widows of officers
of the armed services
(excluding Territorial Army and
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve)
providing they are members of
the Church of England.

For further information or an application form please contact:

Mrs J Kemmis-Betty, The Home of Devenish,
Manor Coach House, Stottingway Street,

Weymouth, Dorset DT3 5QA

Telephone: 01305 813895
www.devenishhomes.org

Registered Charity No. 202400

Each property has 2 bedrooms,
is unfurnished, occupied rent
free and is centrally heated,
decorated and maintained free
of charge. Council tax is also
paid by the Charity. They are
not warden controlled.



16 theDoor JUNE 2010Advertisement Feature

This Arctic adventure begins at the same latitude as Siberia and
Alaska, where the influence of the Gulf Stream creates the

longest ice-free polar coast and giving you a unique opportunity
to gain a tantalising glimpse into life high above the Arctic Circle.

From £795pp*
Based on an inside cabin, on a Half Board basis.
No single supplement!* subject to availability, additional charges may apply, subject to terms
and conditions. Upgrade to an outside cabin from only £85 per person

Arctic Highlights Itinerary
Day 1 –
Fly direct to Tromsø  from LGW where you will be transferred to the ship.

Day 2-3 -
Enjoy the voyage, passing North Cape and on to Kirkenes.A range of optional excursions
are available before sailing south again (Breakfast & Dinner)

Day 4 –
Arrive in Tromsø late evening, transfer to your centrally located hotel for an overnight stay
(Breakfast & Dinner)

Day 5 – 
Optional excursions may be available before your transfer back to the airport and return
flights direct to the UK - LGW. (Breakfast)

Departures are direct from London Gatwick and are applicable for the following dates:
4 nites including 1 nite post in Tromso ( 3 nights cruise 1 nights Hotel in Tromso)

• £795  31st January 2011 ( 4 nights)
• £795 7th February 2011 ( 4 nights)
• £795 14th February 2011 ( 4 nights)  
Or why not extend your stay for two nights with 
the following departures*

2 nights post voyage (3 nights cruise 2 nights post
cruise in Tromso)
• £945  28th January 2011 ( 5 nights)
• £945  2nd February 2011 ( 5 nights)
• £945  9th February 2011 ( 5 nights)
• £945  11th February 2011 ( 5 nights)
• £945  16th February 2011 ( 5 nights)
• £945  18th February 2011 ( 5 nights)

4 nights itinerary £795 for inside cabin
5 nights itinerary £945 for inside cabin
£85 for outside supplement on 
both durations
FLIGHT TIMINGS 
(direct services to Tromso)
LGW –TOS           1000 – 1430
TOS – LGW          1530 - 1800

Prices are in £’s based on two people travelling together sharing a twin cabin/room. No single supplements.
Your holiday price includes: Return economy flights from London Gatwick including current taxes and 
charges, voyage in a twin cabin including half board, 1night at a centrally located hotel in Tromso including breakfast,
transfers as applicable.

No Single 
Room Supplements

For more information  and for bookings, please contact us on:

FREEPHONE
0800 048 1055

Not included: Travel insurance, luggage handling and
optional excursions
Flight Details: Flights with Norwegian from London
Gatwick. Flights are with SAS from London Heathrow.
Regional departures: Please contact us for details,
availability and applicable supplements.



Travel Insurance
Arranged for Readers

0116 272 0500
Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A.

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE

CAR
HIRE

FT  TRAVEL
INSURANCE

Fully Comprehensive Travel Insurance for
anyone up to 85 years of age.

SUPERB ANNUAL MULTI TRIP COVER available with 
most pre-existing medical conditions accepted.

NNoo  MMaaxx  AAggee  LLiimmiitt  FFoorr  SSiinnggllee  TTrriipp  CCoovveerr  
mmaaxx  11  yyeeaarr  dduurraattiioonn  &&  uupp  ttoo1100kk  ccaanncceellllaattiioonn

For more information and
details please call ~

Retreats

We practise and teach Christian
contemplative meditation at 
residential and day courses 

at our centre in Dorchester and at
other retreat centres in the UK.

We use meditative sentences to still the mind, to focus our attention 
on God, and to serve as channels through which the power 

of the Spirit can enter our hearts.
Our members also gather in local groups.  For further details please

contact:
The Secretary, The Fellowship of Meditation

8 Prince of Wales Road, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1PW. 
Tel: (01305) 251396

E: fellowship.meditation@virgin.net
W: www.fellowshipofmeditation.org

UK Reg Charity No: 213323

The Fellowship of Meditation

a Christian-based organisation

A holiday made for you!
Merton House Hotel is a special
hotel catering for the elderly and
people with disabilities. Situated
in the historic market town of
Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire.
Merton House has a beautiful
location overlooking the River
Wye with views from our
gorgeous gardens across to the
Black Mountains of Wales.

ENJOY OUR AMAZING SUMMER SEASON SPECIAL OFFER 
HOLIDAYS DURING THE MONTHS OF JUNE/JULY 2010

OUR SPECIAL PRICE IS ONLY- £195 - PER PERSON IN A TWIN OR SINGLE ROOM FOR
A WEEK BED AND BREAKFAST!! BOOK TWO WEEKS AND PAY ONLY £180! PER

WEEK! OR ENJOY A SHORT BREAK FROM £60 FOR TWO NIGHTS - B/BF DOOR TO
DOOR TRANSPORT CAN BE ARRANGED AT AN ADDITIONAL COST

INCLUDED IN THE PRICE IS A FREE TRIP IN OUR SPECIALLY ADAPTED 
MINI – BUS, ENTERTAINMENT ON FOUR NIGHTS AND ADDITIONAL 

SITE-SEEING TRIPS IN OUR MINI – BUS.

DON’T DELAY – book as soon as possible as only a limited number of rooms are available.

TO BOOK TELEPHONE THE HOTEL ON:

01989 563252

GATWICK
3 - 4 mins 

GABLE END

TEL: 01293 783679

A warm Irish welcome to our
family run B&B. En-suite rooms

& full English breakfast.
Courtesy transport & car parking

LYNTON DEVON
A warm traditional welcome

welcome awaits you at 
Kingford House

✰✰✰✰ Silver Award
Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks.
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361

for brochure and tariff
patriciakingford@aol.com
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 

Holidays Abroad

Insurance

Our

LoireValley

Contact on
Evenings: 01993 813569 or

Anytime: 07976 438336

Simply furnished but with all mod
cons; fishing from the garden; 

good food, swimming, cycling, 
tennis etc nearby.

From £250 per week inclusive; 
reductions possible for Clergy etc...

Sleeps up to 6+.

Tranquil riverside village
house near Saumur is 

unexpectedly available until
end of September

Lanzarote
Playa Blanca

Affordable family villa 
All dates available

Tel 01454 260619
www.wolstenhomes.co.uk

ITALY
Near Romantic Rome
Self catering in rural 

tranquillity, sleeps 2-4.
Wonderful views, historic

village.  Tel: 07836 650834
villagirasole@hotmail.com
www.villettagirasole.com

CYPRUS
PPAAPPHHOOSS  ––  33  BBeeddrroooomm

ggrroouunndd  fflloooorr  aappaarrttmmeenntt,,
ssmmaallll  ccoommpplleexx,,  ppooooll,,  AA//CC,,

ggaarrddeenn,,  cclloossee  ttoo  aammeenniittiieess..
NNoo  ssmmookkeerrss  

CCrriissppiinn  BBiicckkllee::  0011998800  661111337722
ccrriissppiinn..bbiicckkllee@@bbttiinntteerrnneett..ccoomm

wwwwww..ccrriissppiinnbbiicckkllee..ccoo..uukk

Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near

Carvoeiro. Own pool,
all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
FFuullll  ddeettaaiillss  aanndd  bbrroocchhuurree::

BBrriiaann  CChhaammbbeerrss

iinnffoo@@ccaassaa--oolleeaannddeerr..ccoo..uukk
wwwwww..ccaassaa--oolleeaannddeerr..ccoo..uukk

Tel: 02380 265 683

ALGARVE

SNOWDONIA
NEAR BALA

Delightful period riverside cottage
in peaceful surroundings - glorious

views. 3 bedrooms, sleeps 2-6, 
well furnished. Also 2 bedroom 

cottage style bungalow.
Short Breaks available.

01341 450238

There are probably more
people than usual who
haven’t as yet decided on
their summer break, or
indeed a late spring getaway.

With the lack of confidence on
flights due to the volcanic ash
from Iceland there will be some
who have been waiting for things
to quieten down.  There are 
plenty of other ways to get to
most of Europe such as ferries
and trains where the joy of the
journey actually becomes a part
of the holiday.

There are plenty of options at
home as well, where travel is not
affected by the ash. Whether you

are driving to the holiday location
yourself or using train or coach
there are a great range of places
to visit, from cottages in beautiful,
quiet locations to holiday chalets
by the sea.  Certain Christian
hotels includes all sorts of 
activities in case the weather
changes or just to give you the
opportunity to share fellowship
and fun with other guests.

Our larger cities, London in 
particular, offer a wealth of things
to do from shopping, to 
exhibitions, theatres and so much
more. When it all gets very busy
there’s always a park to stroll in or
a church for a quiet moment.

If you have been waiting to see

Time to get away 
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Crantock
Anneth Lowen, a North Cornish Holiday
Cottage. Sleeps 7 plus cot. 8 minutes
walk from beach. Great for families,
art groups, walkers. Available all year.

Short breaks or holidays.
See website for details 

www.crantockholidayhome.org.uk 
or call 01494 528305.

CORNWALL
8 Berth 4 bedroom caravan with

Stunning views over mid 
Cornwall with own Private

grounds. Set on a small 
holding in rural area.

From £250 per week .
DOG welcome.

01726 882506

Holidays at Home

how things go before
making your holiday
plans, it’s worth 
remembering that we
have now reached
June and may be its
time to make that
phone call or to visit a
website or two!

TToo  aaddvveerrttiissee  iinn  TThhee  DDoooorr  

CCaallll  0011775522  222255662233
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Addiction

Counselling

Training

School

GGiilleeaadd  FFoouunnddaattiioonnss  AAddddiiccttiioonn  CCoouunnsseelllliinngg
TTrraaiinniinngg  SScchhooooll  at Risdon Farm,
Jacobstowe, near Okehampton offers the
following Diploma programme covering
Restoration Ministry (11 courses) 
150 hours: £385
Recovery Support Counselling 
(17 courses) 
280 hours: £530
Addiction Studies (23 courses) 
350 hours: £700
GGiilleeaadd  FFoouunnddaattiioonnss  iiss  aallssoo  ooffffeerriinngg
--  Biblical Systematic theology
- The Holy Spirit
- The Person of Jesus Christ: £250
At Gilead Foundations we use the Genesis
Process Relapse Prevention programme with
our clients.  This training and the Genesis
tools are used throughout the programme at
Gilead: £318 We also have a correspondence
course on counselling by Jay Adams: £954

SPECIAL OFFER
Gilead Foundations is offering a limited number of scholarship places to suitable candidates who would like to

study at ACTS. Don’t lose out, sign up NOW
The details:

••  TTrraaiinniinngg  ppeerriioodd::  approx 12 months
••  AAccccoommmmooddaattiioonn:: Accommodation at Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm will be free. If you are eligible for

housing benefit, Gilead Foundations will be claiming for this. Food will be 
supplied in the community dining room, free of charge.

••  TTyyppiiccaall  wweeeekk:: 5 days training (2 days in the classroom and 3 days practical at the rehabilitation centre), 1 day
off, plus all trainees would be expected to be at the Gilead church on Sunday morning.

••  CCooddeess  ooff  pprraaccttiiccee::  Trainees must agree to abide by a code of practice (a copy is available on application).
••  SSttuuddyy  mmaatteerriiaallss::  All study material will be paid for by Gilead Foundations

IIff  yyoouu,,  oorr  ssoommeeoonnee  yyoouu  kknnooww  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aabboouutt    AACCTTSS  oorr  wwoouulldd
lliikkee  ttoo  mmaakkee  aann  aapppplliiccaattiioonn,,  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt::  

LLaauurraa  AAllmm    TTeell::  0011883377  885511224400,,  
FFaaxx::  0011883377  885511552200,,  llaauurraa..aallmm@@ggiilleeaadd..oorrgg..uukk,,  wwwwww..ggiilleeaadd..oorrgg..uukk

ASHPHALT RESURFACING
Due to large bulk purchase
reinstating public footpaths
(owing to cable TV 
installations),  we have 800
tons of 10mm and 6mm
DBM asphalt suitable for
drives, paths and 
forecourts, tennis courts,
schools, industrial areas,
potholes etc.

ENQUIRIES FOR ANY 
SIZE JOB WELCOME
We supply and lay dense 
bituminous macadam 
surfacing to British
Standard thickness rolled
and consolidated for only
£11.50 per square metre.

• COLOURS AVAILABLE ARE
RED, BLACK OR GREEN

• OFFER AVAILABLE FOR 
12 WEEKS

• ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FOR 10 YEARS

ALSO AVAILABLE
Block paving from £40 per
square metre.
Drainage, excavating, 
curbing and groundwork
etc.

ESTABLISHED MAIN
ROAD 

CONTRACTORS
£10 MILLION PUBLIC LIABLITY

COVER

LHS Groundworks
Limited

PUBLIC UTILITIES

TEL: 01252 308582
FAX: 01252 308583
Email: Lloydshayes@hotmail.co.uk
Head Office: Site 10, Stubbs
Industrial Estate, Hollybush
Lane, Aldershot, GU11 2PX.

Company reg no: 6711077

TARMACADAM EXPENSIVE?
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He will turn many of the people of Israel to

the Lord their God. Luke 1: 16. 

The popular image of John the
Baptist is of a rather miserable
man, dressed in goat skins,

sandals on his feet, living on locusts and
wild honey, a kind of stereotypical
religious fanatic holding a banner and
screaming ‘Repent!’ The historical facts,
however, are rather different. 

Yes, he was the ‘voice in the wilderness’
calling on people to ‘prepare the way of
the Lord’, but for the Jews of his time he
was in his own right a religious figure of
great significance. Certainly the
historian of the Jews, Josephus, gives him
rather more extensive coverage than
Jesus.

So when the Gospels tell us that ‘all
Israel’ flocked to the Jordan valley to
hear him preach, and that huge
numbers of them were baptised to mark
a commitment to a life of obedience and
devotion to righteousness, we need to
take it seriously. He seems to have been a
major figure in a widespread, if diffuse,
movement of reform and renewal —- a
movement of which in different ways the
Pharisees and the Essenes in their Dead
Sea community were also a part.

It was into the midst of a heady mix of
current emotions and concerns that
John the Baptist appeared. At his birth it
was foretold that he would ‘turn many
people to the Lord their God’ and ‘make
ready a people prepared for the Lord’.
He was not, and plainly said he was not,
himself the Messiah, but the voice in the
wilderness - literal and metaphorical -

preparing his way. When the  Messiah
appeared, he, John, would not be worthy
even to unloose his sandals. Until then,
the crowds should repent of their sins, be
baptized to signify a new beginning, and
wait patiently and expectantly for the
‘one who was to come’. ‘He must
increase, I must decrease,’ he told them
(John 3:30).

Jesus described John as the last great
voice of the ‘old dispensation’, the last
prophet, as it were, of the Old Testament
That seems the best explanation of an
otherwise baffling saying of Jesus:
‘Among those born of women no one is
greater than John; yet the least in the
kingdom of God is greater than he’
(Luke 7:28). There is no reason to think
that this saying was in any way meant to
disparage or down-grade John’s
importance. 

He was a brave prophet in the tradition
of Ezekiel and Amos. He was a ‘voice’, a
forerunner who would prepare the
Lord’s way. That was his role, and he
performed it with amazing courage and
single-mindedness. Anyone who publicly
denounced a tyrant like Herod Antipas
was obviously indifferent to their own
security. 

This month’s celebration (24th June)
is principally of John’s birth, to the
elderly couple Elizabeth and her
husband Zechariah, a temple priest.
Marked out from that moment for his
unique role, John occupies an honoured
place in the story of our redemption. For
us, his outstanding characteristics were
his honesty, modesty and courage. The
last voice of the old dispensation is still
worthy of respect and honour by the
people of the new one.

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on
Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a
broadcaster and author of many books.

News & comment
Letters

Audio version

by Michael Beasley

One of the aspects of
Christian faith that excites
me most is that it is not so
much about who we are

right now, but about the kind of people
and communities that God is calling us
to become. 

I’m always moved by the Common
Worship prayer that goes: ‘In your
mercy forgive what we have been, help
us to amend what we are, and direct
what we shall be; that we may do justly,
love mercy, and walk humbly with you,
our God.’

Earlier this year I reviewed Mark
Ireland and Mike Chew’s new book on
‘Mission Action Planning’ – a
thoughtful read on the background to
such work and how to go about doing it.
What struck me most was the authors’
contrast between mission statements and
vision statements. They suggested that
while mission statements, which describe
who churches are and what they are for,
are useful, much more powerful in the
life of churches are vision statements,
which communicate what their overall
focus and aim will be in the future. 

As I’ve come to Oxford, I’ve been
enthused by the Diocese’s ‘Living Faith’
vision that proposes what the Church
here might be like in the years to come
– made up of vibrant communities
centred on the sacred, where disciples
are made and leadership is confident
and collaborative so that we can make a
difference in the world.

How such vision is translated into
action needs to be tailored to the needs
of each individual church and
community. I’ve been encouraged by
the image of the Living Faith priorities
being like paints on a palette from
which each place can produce its own
special picture. 

In the coming weeks I shall be visiting
each of the Diocese’s deaneries. I’m
looking forward to learning more of
what makes each special, of the hopes,
concerns, opportunities and challenges
experienced by each. And most of all, as
we anticipate the future of our Church,
I’m looking forward to learning more of
what our different visions, our different
pictures, for mission might be. 
The Revd Dr Michael Beasley is Diocesan
Director for Mission.

Comment

Thought for
the month

by David Winter

Sight impaired
people can now
get a free audio

version of 
The Door by
contacting
Graham

Winterbourne on
01884 840285
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Comings and Goings -
The Revd Neal Phair will take up  post as
Rector at Cherbury with Gainfield; The
Revd Paul Hinckley will take up post as
Team Vicar in Great Marlow with Marlow
Bottom, Little Marlow and Bisham; The
Revd Liz Baker will take up post as
Associate Priest in Stantonbury and
Willen (Local Ecumenical Partnership);
The Revd James Baker will be leaving St
Peter’s,  Didcot to take up post as Vicar in
Yeovil; The Revd Sister Josie Midwinter
has retired as Priest-in- Charge at Drayton
St Peter.  The following have been given
permission to officiate: The Revd Arthur
Georgestone; The Revd John White. We
recall with sadness the death of The Revd
Douglas Freeman from Aylesbury.

Reducing air travel is not the answer
In reply to Dr Patrick Little, of Emmer Green
and his berating of the three bishops for
using air travel. I do not believe that he has
really thought the whole scenario through.
The green agenda is often a rant of un-
thought through ideas that only gain
credence because of their agitational merit
in the media. 

We continually hear how we are using
too much oil and putting carbon dioxide into
the air but we never hear how much would
be acceptable to allow the planet to reach
a natural balance. I have looked for this
research and have found limited prognoses
on what would be acceptable.

Our biggest peril is population. We as a
species cannot continue to breed
exponentially and expect food production to
keep up as more agricultural land is taken
for housing every time the population
grows. There are many ways to make
transport more efficient but banning flights,
holidays and cars is not a way that will work
or be desirable as it has as many negative
effects as positive.

Dave Croton,
Reading.

We might not have the opportunity to travel
by air any more if the Icelandic ash
situation continues - Editor. 

Competition Winners
Karen Washbourn from Henley-on-
Thames was the winner of the family
ticket to New Wine and Jenifer Caddy
from Reading, S. Lockett from
Stokenchurch and Mrs Muil from
Kennington were the winners of the
book prize draw in the May issue of The
Door and have all won a copy of ‘Made
for Goodness’ by Desmond Tutu and his
daughter Mpho Tuto.

You should be better informed
I was surprised and dismayed to read in the
article Lent is a time for reflection and
learning by the reference to Easter Sunday
being on 4 April  this year. 

Such a mistake might be expected in
secular papers although many of these,
including my daily, recognise Easter Day. I
would expect a diocesan publication to be
better informed. Saturday April 3 was Holy
Saturday, Sunday 4 April  Easter Day and
Easter Saturday this year was 10 April.

Thelma Telling, Cowley, Oxford.
Apologies, this was in an advertising
feature, not written by the Door team, but
we’ll be more careful in future - Editor. 

Clowning around: the Revd Roly Bain, the Church’s Jester was at
Ducklington Church on Fritillary Sunday. Pic: Maurice Spalding
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Janet, 63, grew up in
Lincolnshire and began her
career as a cardio pulmonary
technician before she married
mathematician Charles, and

moved with him to a boarding school in
Oxfordshire.

The mother-of-two and grandmother-
of-four went to church as a child, but
really developed a relationship with
Jesus when she was a young mum,
worshipping at St Helen’s, Abingdon.
Living in a boarding hous at Abingdon
School, she had roles within the school,
but was in her 40s when she decided it
was time to start working independently
again.  She says: “Our kitchen had once
been the school kitchen. We had this
whacking great Aga, so I ran a catering
company, The Chef’s Hat, doing
executive lunches.”

It was from there that, after further
study,  Janet’s career changed direction
and she became a care adviser for
Huntington’s Disease. This saw her
working long hours covering the South
West, and being drawn into patients’
questions about the end of their lives.
She says: “I found there was nowhere to
go for help or support – I just drew an
absolute blank.” 

At the same time Janet was doing a
Christian Studies course at Westminster
College, Oxford, which saw her
researching the spiritual needs of the
frail elderly.  She joined a group of
chaplains and medical social workers at
Oxford’s Churchill Hospital who were
concerned with whether older people
coming into hospital had an opportunity
to consider spiritual matters. It was
through this that she became involved

with SCOP, (the Spiritual Care for Older
People project)  raising awareness of the
needs of older people and resourcing,
empowering and enabling churches in
this diocese to meet those needs.

She has developed a network of SCOP
champions in deaneries, who meet  to
support each other and build good
practice. “This does seem to be having
wonderful results,” she says. 

What advice can Janet offer to a
church wanting to minister to older
people? “Talk with them, find out what
they are looking for and what they can
offer. It might require some lateral
thinking. Be imaginative and do always
talk with them, rather than at or to them
- that emphasizes listening,” she says.  

As a chaplain at The Homestead, a
care home in Carterton, Janet is no
stranger to listening. She says: “It’s
wonderful. I do love being alongside

people on their journeys. I spend an
awful lot of time holding hands and just
listening. I come out with my hands
feeling very squeezed. I hear some
fascinating stories. It’s important to
remember that the elderly person in
front of you has led a fascinating life.” 

Needless to say, older people are
important to the Church. Research has
revealed 50 per cent of churchgoers
are retired and many have always
been actively involved. But they find
there are few younger people to
pass their roles on to as the
growing, vibrant churches are the
ones that attract the younger
people, but sometimes have very
few elderly stalwarts.

Then there are older people who
grew up with some connection to
the Church, but never took that
further than a belief in a creator

God. Janet says: “How do you minister to
those people as they become frail and
elderly? 

“For some older people, particularly
the very frail, discipleship is about
personal growth and development, and
we only grow in company. For those with
dementia, discipleship might just be a
fleeting moment of feeling they are
remembered by God.  One phrase I
have often used, which people say made
them think really hard was ‘If I cannot
remember – the Body of Christ must Re-
member me.’ 

“The biggest issue I hear about is
loneliness, even when  surrounded by a
lot of noise. Even if people are in good
care homes, they can still be lonely.
Humans are relational people and we
need the intimate relationships, people
with whom you can share your most
basic fears and concerns.” 

After seven years with SCOP Janet is
standing down from the role, to devote
more time to caring for her mother, who
has major dementia. However, her
expertise will still be available to the
diocese as she will be taking on the
informal role of adviser on dementia. 

“I’m also planning to continue my
other roles, as a grandmother, mother,
wife and a chaplain,” she added. 

“It has been a privilege to be in this
role for SCOP and I’m sad to be leaving
it. I’ve met so many wonderful people
and heard the stories of so many of our
older people.”
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Janet Parker tells  Jo
Duckles about her journey to
become a specialist in

ministering to the elderly.

Caring for
the elderly

pic: Janet Parker

Bridge Pastoral
Foundation,
8 Kingsmead 
Road North,
Preston,
Birkenhead
CH43 6TB

Reg Charity No:
296816

Tel: 0151 652 0429
www.bridgepastoral.org.uk

LeadcraftLeadcraft
Stained Glass Studio

STAINED GLASS ARTISTS
AND CRAFTSMEN

Traditional leaded lights made and
repaired.

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted
and decorative glass for windows and

doors and also internal window cleaning
Ecclesiastical and Residential

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
Fax: 0118 957 5865

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk
By appointment only

TAYLORS
(OF OXFORD)

AND ACCESSORIES
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 

and Robemakers
109 COWLEY ROAD
OXFORD OX4 1HU

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL

ROBEMAKERS

www.taylorsofoxford.com


